
 

 
Entrance Hymn   O Come, All Ye Faithful        LSB 379 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

THE DIVINE SERVICE 

FOR 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD 



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 

Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess 

unto You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have 

sinned against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee 

for refuge to Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace 

for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to 

die for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us 

remission of all our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us 

true knowledge of You and of Your will and true obedience to 

Your Word, to the end that by Your grace we may come to 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has 

given His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our 

sins. To those who believe on His name He gives power to become 

the children of God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that 

believes and is baptized shall be saved. 
 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 
 

Service of the Word 

Introit Isaiah 9:2 

 

P The people who walked in | darkness* 

 have seen a | great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep | darkness,* 

 on them has | light shined. 



 

 
 
Kyrie  

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis              A Great and Mighty Wonder LSB 383 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

 

 



P Let us pray. 

Most merciful God, You gave Your eternal Word to become 

incarnate of the pure Virgin. Grant Your people grace to put away 

fleshly lusts, that they may be ready for Your visitation; through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 62:10–12 

10Go through, go through the gates; 

 prepare the way for the people; 

build up, build up the highway; 

 clear it of stones; 

 lift up a signal over the peoples. 
11Behold, the LORD has proclaimed 

 to the end of the earth: 

Say to the daughter of Zion, 

 “Behold, your salvation comes; 

behold, his reward is with him, 

 and his recompense before him.” 
12And they shall be called The Holy People, 

 The Redeemed of the LORD; 

and you shall be called Sought Out, 
 A City Not Forsaken. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Gradual Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 

 

C To us a child is born, to us a son is | given;* 

 and the government shall be upon His | shoulder. 

And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, |Mighty God,* 

 Everlasting Father, | Prince of Peace. 

Sing to the Lord a | new song,* 
 for He has done | marvelous things! 

 



Epistle Titus 3:4–7 

 4When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, 
5he saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but 

according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal 

of the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7so that being justified by his grace we might become 

heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 2:15–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
  

 
  

 15When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds 

said to one another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has happened, which the Lord has made known to us.” 16And they went 

with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. 
17And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told 

them concerning this child. 18And all who heard it wondered at what the 

shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering 

them in her heart. 20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
  

 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

 And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

  and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

  and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 

 



Hymn of the Day  All My Heart Again Rejoices      LSB 360 

 

 

 
 

5 Softly from His lowly manger 

    Jesus calls 

    One and all, 

“You are safe from danger. 

Children, from the sins that grieve you 

    You are freed; 

    All you need 

I will surely give you.” 
 

6 Come, then, banish all your sadness! 

    One and all, 

    Great and small, 

Come with songs of gladness. 

We shall live with Him forever 

    There on high 

    In that joy 

Which will vanish never. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon  “The Wonder of It All” 

And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them.  Lk. 2:18 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts 
and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 

Stand 



The Offertory is sung as the Offering is presented at the altar. 
 

Offertory       Rejoice, Rejoice This Happy Morn    LSB 391 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P  Almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whose grace 

we again celebrate the birth of our Savior, we come into Your presence 

with holy joy, for You have gloriously fulfilled Your promises, given to 

our first parents after the Fall, to the Patriarchs, and Prophets, and to all 

Your people of old, who waited in hope for the Salvation of Israel.  

Accept, we implore You, our humble offering of praise and 

thanksgiving, and grant that through the birth of Your Son we may be 

born again in the spirit unto the blessed hope of everlasting life. 

  O Jesus, the Son of God, we bless You for becoming flesh and for 

enriching us with the inestimable gifts of Your grace.  You have made 

atonement for sin, so that now we have peace with God and access to the 

Father.  You became the Son of Man that we might be made the children 

of God in You.  Bestow upon us a simple, childlike faith, that in Your 

lowliness we may adore You.  Be our Light in darkness, our Abundance 

in want, and our very present Help in trouble.  And as You did descend 

from heaven to earth for our salvation, so may we have power to ascend 

from earth to heaven, to the glory of Your great and adorable name. 



  O Holy Spirit, we praise You for Your comfort and guidance.  

Incline our hearts to meditate devoutly on the wonderful mystery of the 

Nativity, and help us to embrace our Redeemer, in true faith, as our most 

precious possession.  Fill our hearts with peace, and comfort, and hope, 

and life, and joy in Him.  Let us so keep this feast that at its close, with 

Your benediction upon us, we may resume the burdens of our various 

callings in life, rejoicing in our salvation and delighting to do Your will. 

  O Holy Trinity, keep us until the end in true knowledge of our 

Redeemer, that with all the holy angels, we may rejoice at His nativity 

and, firmly trusting in Him alone, obtain eternal life, and worship You, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, world without end. 

C Amen. 
 
 

Service of the Sacrament 

 

Preface  

 

 
  

 

 
  

 

 
 



P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery 

of the Word made flesh You have given us a new revelation of Your 

glory that, seeing You in the person of Your Son, we may know and 

love those things which are not seen. Therefore with angels and 

archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and 

magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus  

 

 

 

 

 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy 

kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give 

us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we 

forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the kingdom 

and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  

 



The Words of Our Lord  

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took 

bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the 

disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for 

you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He 

had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for 

you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in 

remembrance of Me.” 

 
Pax Domini  

 
  

 
 
Agnus Dei LSB 198 

 

 

 

 

 
 Sit 



Distribution 
 

The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ. The elder 

will then invite worshippers to the altar by family groups (individuals, couples, 

families).  The pastor will dismiss each table.  Please take the empty cup and place 

it in the receptacle on the side wall as you return to your seat.   An Altar Guild 

member will remove the plate. 

In dismissing each table, the pastor says:   Go T in peace.     

 

 

Distribution Hymn Hark! The Herald Angels Sing      LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



Distribution Hymn  See amid the Winter’s Snow         LSB 373 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

Distribution Hymn  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child         LSB 374 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



When all worshippers have been served and the Communion vessels are veiled, 

please stand.   

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 

preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting.  Depart T in 

peace. 

C Amen. 

Thanksgiving  

P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 
  

 
 

P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in 

loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the flesh, we 

thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in 

this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but 

always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we 

may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
  

 
 

P The Lord be with you. 
  

 
 

Benedicamus  

P Bless we the Lord. 
  

 



Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

 
 
Hymn to Depart    Joy to the World       LSB 387 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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